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Placement Test
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	Name:


	Nationality:

	Email:                                          Phone number:

	Date:

	Previous Exam (Cambridge, IELTS, TIE, Language Cert etc)

	Study Goals:



	Reading (25%):
	Grammar & Vocab (25%):

	Writing (25%):
	Speaking (25%):
A1:5, A2:10, B1:15, B2:20, C1:25.

	TOTAL %:

	LEVEL (AM/PM): 



Reading. Task 1

Read the text below. 
	For each question, mark the correct letter A, B, C or D.
 
Exercise can be fun!
Exercise has become a huge part of our world. There are gyms everywhere, but if you’re not
keen on them, there are hundreds of exercise videos to choose from. Exercise is good for you. It
makes you feel better, look better and can help you live longer.
But what happens if you are the kind of person who would do anything rather than spend five
minutes on an exercise bike, including cleaning the house, visiting a boring relative or watching a terrible TV 
programme? If you are that kind of person, you need a plan!
First of all decide when you are going to exercise. Choose three times a week, like me. Write
EXERCISE in your diary, on your calendar on the wall if necessary! Then make sure you do it.
Don't do anything else. I never make other arrangements.
Next, vary what you do. I went to the same aerobics class for two years! No wonder I was so
bored! Now I use different machines at the gym, I often change my jogging route and I never
do aerobics.
Make exercise fun and find an exercise you enjoy. Why not play a sport, or join a dance class? I recently started a modern dance class. It’s great fun and I’ve met lots of new people, but as soon as I get bored I'll find something else!







1. What is the writer’s main aim in writing the text? 

a) to describe different ways of keeping fit
b) to persuade people about the benefits of exercise 
c) to talk about the exercise classes she goes to
d) to encourage people to take exercise

2. What does the writer say about herself? 

a) She prefers to exercise at home.
b) She isn't keen on joining classes.
c) She likes to do different kinds of exercise.
d) She doesn’t like watching TV.

3. What does the reader learn about the writer's habits?

a) She exercises three times a week.
b) She often exercises with friends. 
c) She does aerobics regularly.
d) She runs the same route every day.

4.  What does she say about her dance class? 

a) She sometimes finds it boring.
b) She may not do it forever.
c) She thinks some people are unfriendly.
d) She prefers doing sport.

5.  What would be another good title for the article?

a) Exercise may be boring, but it’s good for you.
b) Many people do too much exercise.
c) Regular exercise is best. 
d) Exercising once a week is better than nothing.

	1.
	2.
	3
	4.
	5.
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Reading. Task II 
A Writer’s Childhood.
[image: Image result for C.S.  Lewis]Below is a text with blanks, Select the appropriate answer choice for each blank.
Ireland is justifiably famous for 1 ________literature. Writers such as William Butler Yeats, George Bernard Shaw, Oscar Wilde and James Joyce established international reputations as writers of merit. However little attention is paid to the country’s tradition of children’s_2_____________
1. his / its / Irish / interested    				2. literature / story / writing / creativity

C. S. Lewis, or Jack Lewis, as he preferred to be called, was born in Belfast, Ireland (now Northern Ireland) on November 29, 1898. He was the second son of Albert Lewis, a lawyer, and Flora Hamilton Lewis. His older brother, Warren Hamilton Lewis, who was known as Warnie, had been born three years  3________  in 1895. 							3. ago / previously / subsequently / ahead
Lewis's early childhood was relatively happy and carefree. In those days Northern Ireland was not yet too 4_________    by bitter civil war, and the Lewises were comfortably off. The family home, called Little Lea, was a large, gabled house with dark, narrow passages and an overgrown garden, which Warnie and Jack played in and 5 _________    together. There was also a library that was crammed with books - two of Jack's favourites were Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson and The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett.
4. plagued / bothered / pestered / doubted                                 5. watched / instigated / explored / inspired.
This somewhat idyllic boyhood came to an abrupt 6_____________for Lewis when his mother became ill and died of cancer in 1908. Barely a month after her death the two boys were sent away from home to go to boarding school in England.
6. close / finish / end / shock
Lewis hated the school, with its strict rules and hard, 7_______  headmaster, and he missed Belfast terribly. Fortunately for him, the school closed in 1910, and he was able to return to Ireland. 
7. unsympathetic / careless / desensitised / deliberate.
After a year, however, he was sent back to England to study. This time, the   8____________proved to be mostly positive. As a teenager, Lewis learned to love poetry, especially the works of Virgil and Homer. He also developed an interest in modern languages, mastering French, German, and Italian.
8. essence / understanding / suffering / experience.
Today, the works of CS Lewis are enjoyed by children of all ages throughout the world. In fact, he remains more __________outside the country of his birth than at ______
9. interesting / attractive / youthful / popular        10.  ever / the beginning / home / away
___________ / 10

Reading. Task III (FOR B2 STUDENTS AND ABOVE)
[image: ]
Paragraph 1 
If you have not heard of TikTok, there is a good chance you do not belong to the app’s target market. The viral video app has taken the social media scene by storm, racking up users and creating a whole new generation of “app famous” celebrities. More significantly, it could be threatening the comfortable positions of the established social media companies by scooping up that all-important younger user base. Latest figures indicate that 41 per cent of TikTok users are under the age of 24.
 Paragraph 2
The app itself is strangely addictive. When you get stuck in a TikTok loop you will find yourself swiping from video to video without thinking. Among the clips that have captured the public attention this year are a science experiment conducted by YouTube star David Dobrik, a man doing surgery on a banana and a swimming pool stunt gone terribly wrong.
Paragraph 3
Opening the app brings you immediately into your feed, where you are greeted with auto-playing clips of anything from a man jumping from a swing into his trousers, to pranks involving blasting an air horn at people on their phones to scare them into dropping them. Or maybe it is Victoria Beckham dancing to Spice Up Your Life with son Romeo, or numerous makeup and transformation videos. It has been described as video roulette.
 Paragraph 4
TikTok’s rise has been meteoric. A couple of years ago, few had heard of the app. Created by Chinese company ByteDance, it first launched in September 2017. However, it really took off in 2018 when ByteDance bought music app Musical.ly and merged it into the TikTok platform. That move gave ByteDance a readymade young user base. The Chinese firm integrated elements of Musical.ly that had proven popular with younger users, including the ability to lip-sync videos to short clips of music and comedy.
Paragraph 5
TikTok has been installed nearly 1.5 billion times since launching in 2017. In the US, the app recorded growth of 38 per cent in new users in the third quarter, with a total of 11.6 million signing up. Will Smith, Tony Hawk, Ariana Grande and the Rock are among the celebrities who have TikTok accounts, while closer to home, comedian Des Bishop, RTÉ 2FM and the Zoo Crew on Dublin station Spin 1038 have TikTok accounts. And the app is also creating its own celebrities, with some users boasting hundreds of thousands of views on their videos. Record companies credit TikTok with minting a new generation of music stars, including Old Town Road singer Lil Nas X. As it has attracted hundreds of millions of users with their music, however, those companies are now demanding ByteDance increase the licensing fees it pays.
Paragraph 6
You may be perplexed by the whole thing, but rival social media companies will be keeping a close eye on TikTok and its most popular features. When it looked like Snapchat was sweeping up younger users from the likes of Instagram and Facebook, Facebook fought back. In 2016, it launched Instagram Stories, a feature that now has 500 million daily active users. It also brought in disappearing messages and filters for stories – all features that were credited with Snapchat’s popularity.
Paragraph 7 
 A mixture of the competition upping the ante and a widely disliked redesign stopped Snapchat in its tracks. But it hasn’t disappeared off the scene – recent results show the service gained 7 million users in the third quarter of the year, to bring its user base to 210 million. Facebook has already tried a similar approach with TikTok. Its short video app Lasso was quietly launched in November last year; it has not yet gained the same traction that TikTok has, and it is only available in the US.
 Paragraph 8 
 One thing that could hurt social media platforms is an increasing crackdown on what is considered “acceptable” behaviour. That can soon be perceived as “nannyish”, Mehta said. “When what was perceived as a cool brand starts doing that, people will start to turn away,” he said. “People say ‘enough is enough, we’ve given you enough, maybe it’s time to look elsewhere’. They start to look for the next big thi ng.”That may well be TikTok. Mehta has also noted a trend towards TikTok videos appearing in Instagram feeds. “It’s interesting to see that shift,” he said.
Paragraph  9 
However, it could well be that TikTok be about to hit some troubled waters. The app has not been without its problems. Its Chinese ownership has become a lightning rod for criticism as tensions rise between the US and China over trade and technology. American politicians have expressed concerns about the app’s handling of user data and censorship of politically-sensitive expression, and US officials are reviewing whether ByteDance’s $1 billion acquisition of startup Musical.ly two years ago poses a national security risk.
 Paragraph 10 
In recent weeks, a California college student sued the viral video service for – she claims – secretly funneling her personal information to China while using her videos to create an online profile for targeted ads.Misty Hong alleges TikTok harvested her videos, gathered personally identifiable information, then transferred that information to servers in ByteDance’s home country without her consent. The filing did not provide any evidence to back up the claims.For its part, TikTok has previously said it does not send information to Chinese servers, using servers in the countries where TikTok is available instead. However, with increasing scepticism of those claims, it is an issue that is sure to resurface again and again.
Paragraph 11
TikTok is certainly following a similar path to its rivals. Facebook has had its own problems over data use, with the most serious being the Cambridge Analytica scandal. The lingering effects of that episode on Facebook’s reputation is something it has yet to shake off. In a world where Facebook and X (formerly Twitter) have become echo chambers and mediums for the spread of much disinformation, TikTok may seem like a welcome change. While X has banned the paid promotion of political posts completely from its platform, Facebook has come under fire for saying it would not pull political ads that contained lies. Instead, it wanted to let readers make their own minds up. It was a decision that has not been welcomed.
Paragraph 12
Quite how freely people can express themselves on TikTok remains to be seen. TikTok seems remarkably politics free. However, it has come in for its own share of criticism surrounding political speech. In recent weeks it was accused of censoring content regarding the Hong Kong protests, and TikTok ignited a furor for suspending – then restoring – the account of New Jersey teenager Feroza Aziz for posting a series of videos that rebuked China’s treatment of Uighur Muslims. The company later blamed a “human moderation error”.
Paragraph 13
And that is before you get to the accusations that TikTok facilitates bullying. The open nature of the platform – you can message anyone with a public account – means users are often putting their videos on public display, a decision that can bring unwanted attention. TikTok accounts are public by default. There have been missteps too. In recent weeks, the company admitted it was “wrong” to reduce the visibility of users on its platform it regarded as “vulnerable” to online bullying. Moderation guidelines for the app unearthed by German site NetzPolitik.org show it limited the visibility of users who were disabled, overweight and LGBTQ+.
Paragraph 14
In some cases, this meant videos were only visible in the country where they were uploaded, while others deemed particularly vulnerable were put into a “not recommended” category so their videos would not appear in an algorithmically compiled section of the app where others can discover content. TikTok said its approach was “blunt” in its early days as it sought to address bullying, but added that the policy was never designed to last forever. “Early on, in response to an increase in bullying on the app, we implemented a blunt and temporary policy,” a spokesman said. “This was never designed to be a long-term solution, and while the intention was good, it became clear that the approach was wrong. “We want TikTok to be a space where everyone can safely and freely express themselves. “We want TikTok to be a space where everyone can safely and freely express themselves.”

1. Identify ONE paragraph that deals with: 
	
	Paragraph no:

	a. The variety of TikTok’s content

	

	b. Accusations of TikTok’s supressing freedom of speech

	

	c. A recent legal case

	

	d. Problems facing Social Media companies generally. 

	

	e. Problems facing TikToK specifically


	







2. The writer believes:
a. Older users are currently of little interest to Tiktok
b. Tiktok is not available outside of China and the United States
c. There isnt much politics discussed on Tiktok
d. Snapchat is still the faster growing social media platforms for younger people 

3. Tiktok has been described as video roulette because:

a. You can make a lot of money from it
b. You don’t know what is coming next
c. It attracts unintelligent users
d. The videos change rapidly 

4. Facebook and X employ different approaches as follows:
a. Hate speech and fake news is removed as quickly as possible on both platforms 
b. Facebook lets the user use his/her own judgment; X removes it.
c. Neither platform is able to police online content fully for accuracy.
d. X believes its users should be intelligent enough to recognise fake news, Facebook does not.
 
5. The writer predicts that:
a. TikTok will be more successful that previous Social Media platforms in allow free speech
b. TikTok will eventually restrict free speech and lose users.
c. the future of TikTok’s free speech policy is unclear.
d. Then Chinese government will seek to influence ‘s policy of free speech


Adapted from The Irish Times Newspaper Business Section 19/12/2019
(Bonus point for all correct)
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Grammar & Vocabulary. Task I

Identify and correct the error in each of the following sentences:
  Example: I watch Netflix last night.                                   Answer: I watch Netflix last night. watched
1. Yesterday I buyed a new phone. 
2. My younger brother has 15 years old.
3. My younger sister is more tall than me. 
4. When I was a young girl, I used to drinking a glass of milk every day.
5. It’s a beautiful day, the sun shining.
6. I came in Ireland last month. 
7. He didn’t say nothing. 
8. My boss is German but she lived in Ireland since 2016.
9. What time she finished work last night?
10. My New Year’s Resolution is to give in smoking.
11. Walking in the Wicklow mountains is peaceful and relaxation.
12. We went back to home.
13. Niall hasn’t finished the book already.
14. Thank you for the useful advices. 
15. Jonathan hasn’t much friends.
16. It is danger to eat cooked chicken after three days.
17. The applicant did many mistakes in the entry test.
18. Hurry up or you will lose your train!
19. I am going to Paris for visiting the Eiffel Tower.
20. This test is almost finished. Thanks God. 

___________ / 20



 
Grammar & Vocabulary. Task II 
Read the sentences below and choose the correct word A, B, C or D for each space.  

1. This old book belongs to my father. He says it's interesting, but it's very boring, in my ………………. .
A opinion                		B thought 		        C idea 			D feeling
2. There weren't enough computers for everyone in the class to have one, so they had to ………………… with each other.
A divide               		B join 			        C add 			D share
3. Good dictionaries aren't cheap. How much did you ………………… on your new one?
A spend 		               B buy 		   	        C charge 	                     	D pay
4. I enjoy reading all kinds of stories. We have to learn a lot of facts at school, so I read ………………… when I want a change.
A novel 		                             B thriller 		        C fiction 	                            D adventure
5. I work hard every day, so I need a change in the evening. Going to the cinema with friends is a great way to ………………… .
A rest 		                             B relax 		  	       C enjoy 	                 	D entertain
6. Teaching isn't as easy as it looks. You have to do a ………………… course before you can work as a teacher.
A study                                 	B training 	                       C learning 		               D practice
7. I promised to phone my friend tonight, so I mustn't forget. Please ………………… me to phone him tonight.
A remember                  		B revise 		         C report 		              D remind
8. Our teacher encouraged us to study at home. She ………………… us to read more books.
A told                                       	B talked 		        C said			D spoke
9. My sister enjoys travelling round different countries. She is going on a ………………… of Croatia this summer.
A journey                                	B voyage 		         C tour 			D trip
10. You had to wait for us, so you're annoyed. We're late because the train was cancelled, it's not our ………………… 
A problem                              	B mistake 		        C fault 			D cause








Writing. Task 1 	
Write about a couple you know (e.g., your parents or grandparents, friends of yours). Write about:
· How they met
· When and where it happened.
· How old they were.
· Where they work or what they studied.
· what activities they do together.
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Writing. Task II
	Complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first. Use no more than three words.


1. You should switch off the TV and do something more interesting.

			If I were you, ………………………………. switch off the TV and do something more 	interesting.


2. When I was a child I loved watching cartoons.

			I used …………………………….. cartoons when I was a child.


3. I prefer watching films to watching documentaries.

			I like watching films …………………………….. watching documentaries.


4. That programme was made in America.

			They ………………………………… that programme in America.


5. It’s too cold to go for a walk.

			It isn’t warm ……………………………………… to go for a walk.











___________ / 5

Writing. Task III
Take the information in the first sentence and re-write it, using the word in bold so that the second sentence has exactly the same meaning. You cannot change the word in bold in anyway. You must use a minimum of TWO and a maximum of FIVE words for each space. 
1.The last time Siobhan came to my house was in 2016.                                                                              since
Siobhan hasn't______________________________________________________2016

2. ”No dinner for me, thanks. I ate half an hour ago.”                                                                                   already
Thanks, but I ________________________________________________________

3. I think we will arrive at 7pm if the weather remains good.                                                                      should
We _________________________ if the weather remains good

4  Yesterday, they cut down two old trees in the local park.                                                                         were
Yesterday, two ____________________________________________ in the local park.

5. I haven't been swimming for nearly a year.                                                                                                 last
The_______________________________________________was nearly a year ago.
…………………………………………………(the following questions are more difficult)……………………………………….
6. I walked quietly because I didn't want to wake the baby.                                                                         so
I walked quietly______________________________ wake the baby.
  
7. I regret not speaking to Carmen  sooner.                                                                                                          had
I wish ________________________________sooner.

8. This building stands a very good chance of being closed as unsafe by the authorities.                     highly
It's_________________ _____________will be closed by the authorities due to being unsafe.
9.Many people think Donal stole the money.
Donal______________________________________________________the money.                            believed
10.  A phone call was the first we heard about them withdrawing from the concert.                             pulling
The first we heard about _______________________ of the concert was a phone call.
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	90 Hours
	240 hours
	240 hours
	240 hours
	240 hours
	400 hours


	1 Week= 20 hours                                         1 Cycle = 120 hours                                         6 months= 500 hours

	Current Level
	

	Goal
	

	Timetable
	AM General English: Monday to Friday: 9am to 12.15pm  ☐     
AM IELTS/ Business: Monday to Thursday: 9am to 1pm  ☐
PM: Monday to Thursday:  1pm to 5pm  ☐


	Building
	34a Bachelors Walk   ☐                        73 Middle Abbey Street  ☐

	Classroom
	

	Teachers
	

	Books
	

	Induction*
	 



*Induction is an important information meeting for new students
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