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Indicative Teacher Interview Questions
 Experienced Teachers
1. How would you introduce the Pres Perf Continuous
2. How has your teaching changed? 
3. What is the biggest misconception about language learning you have laboured under?
4. What are the advantages and disadvantages of textbooks?
5. If you were given three weeks to do a B1 Graded Reader of Oliver Twist. How would you go about It?
6.    How do you get students to do homework?
7. Have you ever taken a pile of writing home to correct? How do you share your feedback on what you have read?
8. What is your teaching philosophy?
9. What would you do with a student who kept looking at their phone? 
10. Do you have strategies to help students retain key vocabulary? 
11. What do you think of error correction symbols? 
12. Can you give an example of ineffective teaching you have observed as a teacher? 
13. What do you think our students value in a teacher? 
14. Why do you teach? 
15. If you were thrown into a class now- what would you do? 
16. What is the most annoying thing about your current job? 
17. Our teachers often struggle with homework. What do you imagine are the problems and how could they could be addressed? 
18. If you former DoS was giving you a honest appraisal or reference, what area would they say you need to work on? 
Rookie  Teacher 
Why Teaching 
· What motivated you to take the CELTA course?
· What aspects of teaching English appeal to you the most?
· What did you find most challenging about the CELTA, and how did you overcome it?
Understanding of Teaching Principles
· How would you define “communicative language teaching” in your own words?
· What does “student-centred teaching” mean to you, and how would you apply it?
· Why is concept checking important when teaching grammar or vocabulary? Can you give an example?
 Lesson Planning & Classroom Management
· Walk me through how you would plan a 60-minute lesson for A2 students on past simple regular verbs.
· How do you ensure that your lesson aims are achievable and measurable?
· What techniques would you use on your first day with a new class to establish rapport?
· How would you handle a stronger student dominating pair or group work?
· What would you do if students finish a task much earlier or much later than expected?
Awareness of Learners & Levels
· How would you adapt your teaching for mixed-ability groups?
· What are some common pronunciation problems for learners from [insert L1] and how would you address them?
· How would you support a shy or low-confidence student in speaking tasks?

Skills Teaching (Reading, Listening, Speaking, Writing)
· Describe how you would set up a speaking task to encourage maximum student talk time.
· What is the difference between a gist task and a detailed comprehension task?
· How do you pre-teach vocabulary without over-teaching?
· How would you stage a reading lesson?
Language Teaching (Grammar & Vocabulary)
· Explain how you would teach the difference between “going to” and “will” for future forms.
· What’s your approach to dealing with unexpected grammar questions from students?
· How would you clarify the meaning, form, and pronunciation (MFP) of a new vocabulary item?

Professionalism & Reflection
· What have you learned from your teaching practice on CELTA, even if it was brief?
· How do you reflect on your lessons to improve your teaching?
· What areas of teaching do you want to develop further?
· Tell me about a time you struggled during CELTA and what you did to fix it.

 Scenario-Based Questions (very common for new teachers)
· You notice your students aren’t engaging in a speaking task. What do you do?
· Half the class doesn’t understand the instructions you gave. How do you fix the situation?
· A student continually uses L1 in class. How would you respond?
· You realise mid-lesson that your activity is too difficult. What’s your next step?
· Your technology (projector, audio, etc.) fails during an activity. How do you adapt?
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