[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
DCI Assessment Specification 
	

	Programme:
	General English 

	Level:
	A2

	Overview:
	The A2 End‑of‑Cycle exam measures receptive (reading) and productive (writing) skills across seven CEFR A2 aligned tasks, adapted to local contexts. It also assesses interactive ability and listening-through-interaction in the Speaking Interview. The assessment targets CEFR A2 abilities such as:
· understanding short, simple texts on familiar topics
· finding specific, predictable information in signs, notices and brochures
· understanding everyday factual writing
· completing simple cloze tasks and recognising common A2 grammar
· writing short, simple emails and stories (25–35+ words)
· expressing basic opinions and describing everyday experiences
· answering and asking simple questions orally
These correspond directly to CEFR A2 descriptors for Reading and Writing.




Overview 
	Component
	Description
	Weight

	1. Reading & Writing Paper7 tasks (Cambridge‑style) completed in a 60‑minute written exam50%
	1. Reading & Writing Paper7 tasks (Cambridge‑style) completed in a 60‑minute written exam50%
	1. Reading & Writing Paper7 tasks (Cambridge‑style) completed in a 60‑minute written exam50%

	2. Speaking Interview
	Paired interview (12 mins) including Speaking + Listening‑through‑interaction
	30%

	3. Coursework Assessment (Integrated At Interview)
	Project (10%) + Reader (10%)
	20%



This dual system lets DCI detach CEFR reporting (for QQI) from course learning outcomes (our wider educational mission).




Part 1: Written paper (50%) 60 minutes
	Task
	Format
	Focus
	Weighting 

	1. 
	6 MCQs (signs/notices)
	Reading – main message
	6 marks

	2. 2
	7 matching questions
	Reading – locating information
	7 marks

	3. 3
	5 MCQs on long text
	Reading – detail/global
	5 marks

	4. 4
	6 MCQ cloze
	Vocabulary-in-context
	6 marks

	5. 5
	6‑gap open cloze
	Grammar/function words
	6 marks

	6. 6
	Guided email (25–35 words)
	Writing
	10 marks

	7. 7
	Short story (35+ words)
	Writing
	10 marks

	TOTAL
	50%




Part 2: Speaking Interview (30%)
	Format
	Focus
	Weighting 

	11-12 minute interview in pairs discussing familiar biographical information  house and home, daily routines, regular transport holidays along with class project and/or a discussion on the prescribed class reader
	 Communication Ability
	

	
	Listening Comprehension 
	

	
	Pronunciation 
	

	
	Grammar/Vocabulary
	

	TOTAL
	30%



Part 3 Coursework (Optional) (20%)
	Section
	Format
	Focus
	Weighting 

	1. Project 
	
	R
	10%

	2. Reader 
	
	V
	10%




Part 1 (Written paper): Task Analysis 
	Task 1

	Signages & Notices (6 MCQs)


	Purpose of Task:
	This task assesses the learner’s ability to understand short everyday messages, notices and signs commonly found in public spaces in Dublin (LUAS, Dublin Bus, cafés, libraries, events). It targets recognition of main message and key information, consistent with CEFR A2 Reading.


	CEFR Alignment

	A2 learners can:
· “read very short, simple texts and locate specific, predictable information.”
· understand simple instructions, signs, and everyday notices
· select the correct meaning from several options
· The task uses predictable A2 content: transport, times, availability, simple warnings or instructions.


	Text Profile

	  6 very short texts (1–2 lines each) 
  Topics: LUAS delays, café notices, Dublin Bus changes, event entry, library availability 
  Lexis: high‑frequency A2 items (return, stop, delay, free entry) 
  Grammar: simple statements or imperatives 
  No cultural baggage – context is obvious


	Task Format & Item Types:

	6 MCQs
Each item tests comprehension of the main message
1 mark each (total 6 marks)

	Cognitive & Linguistic Demands

	Cognitive:
· Identify key idea quickly
· Reject distractors
· Interpret short, simple, functional messages
Linguistic:
· Common nouns (ticket, tram, stop)
· Time expressions (before 7 p.m.)
· Modals (must, can)


	Scoring & Marking Criteria

	  1 mark per correct answer 
  Objective, no partial credit


	Level Control & Reliability Measures

	  All distractors are plausible but not misleading 
  No unfamiliar vocabulary 
  Only one unambiguous correct interpretation


	Administration Guidelines


	  Timing: 6 minutes 
  No dictionary  or phone
  Read instructions aloud if needed


	Interpretation of Results (CEFR Meaning)
	





	Task 2

	Matching

	Purpose of Task:
	Assesses ability to match specific questions to short pieces of text. Learners must scan for relevant information.


	CEFR Alignment

	A2 learners:
· “can find specific information in simple everyday material.”
· match questions to texts when content is concrete and predictable.


	Text Profile

	· 3 short ads, 30–40 words each
· Topics: activities, times, locations, cost
· Clear entry points (headings)


	Task Format & Item Types:

	· 7 questions
· Match to A/B/C
· 1 mark each


	Cognitive & Linguistic Demands

	· Localization (find the right text)
Recognition of synonyms (family → children; free → no cost

	Level Control & Reliability Measures

	· Only one correct match per question
· No inferencing


	Interpretation of Results (CEFR Meaning)
	0–3 = limited scanning
4–5 = emerging A2
6–7 = secure A2






	Task 3

	Long Reading 


	Purpose of Task:
	Assesses comprehension of a coherent factual text about an aspect of Irish or European Life  focusing on detail, main ideas, and simple inference.


	CEFR Alignment:

	A2 learners can:
· understand “short, simple texts describing events or places.”
· follow linear narratives with concrete content.


	Text Profile:

	Text Profile
· 180–200 words
· Tourism context
· Clear paragraphs
· Familiar vocabulary (garden, café, visit, morning)


	Task Format & Item Types:

	· 6 MCQs
· Tests: detail, global meaning, simple inference


	Level Control & Reliability Measures:

	· No complex syntax
· No figurative language
· Answers directly supported by text




	Task 4

	Multiple‑Choice Cloze (Part 4)

	Purpose of Task:
	Assesses A2 vocabulary-in-context and functional grammar (connectors, prepositions, pronouns).


	CEFR Alignment:

	A2 learners:
· “can understand short texts with high-frequency grammar.”
· choose correct lexical items with contextual clues.


	Task Format & Item Types:

	Format
· 6 gaps
· 3 options per gap
· Words test: because, but, by, which, best, etc.


	Level Control & Reliability Measures:

	· Only A2‑level grammar
· No phrasal verbs or idioms




	Task 5

	Open Cloze


	Purpose of the Task

	Assesses ability to complete a simple email using one word per gap, typically:
· prepositions
· pronouns
· determiners
· linkers


	CEFR Level & Descriptor Alignment (A2)

	A2: fill short gaps with function words in simple texts.


	Task Format & Item Type

	· 10 marks
· 4 analytic categories (Task Completion, Grammar, Vocabulary, Organisation)




	Task 5

	Open Cloze
E.g. Email from a student in Dublin 

	Purpose of the Task

	Assesses ability to complete a simple email using one word per gap, typically:
· prepositions
· pronouns
· determiners
· linkers


	CEFR Level & Descriptor Alignment (A2)

	A2: fill short gaps with function words in simple texts.


	Task Format & Item Type

	· 10 marks
· 4 analytic categories (Task Completion, Grammar, Vocabulary, Organisation)


	Scoring & Marking Criteria
	




Part 2: Speaking Paper

Introduction 
The A2 Speaking Assessment session comprises both the CEFR‑aligned Speaking Examination (30%) and the Coursework components (20%). Although they occur within the same 12‑minute interview slot, they are treated as separate assessment strands. The Speaking Examination evaluates oral and interactive competence and contributes to the CEFR Score (30%), while the Project (10%) and Reader (10%) components evaluate broader course learning and contribute to the Course Score only. This arrangement maintains strict CEFR compliance for QQI purposes while supporting DCI’s wider pedagogical mission to assess learners holistically. All interactions are recorded, conducted by two examiners, and moderated to ensure fairness and reliability.

Assessment Roles
Interlocutor
· Leads the interview
· Manages turn‑taking and delivers instructions for all sections
· Facilitates the collaborative task
· Awards the Global Score (Criterion 5)
· May clarify questions when appropriate
· Is never the current teacher of either candidate
Assessor
· Observes the interaction
· Awards marks for four analytical criteria: 
1. Communicative Ability
2. Grammar and Vocabulary
3. Listening and Response
4. Pronunciation
· Consults with the Interlocutor in borderline cases
· Ensures scores follow standardisation benchmarks
Moderator (Senior Assessor)
· Moderates approximately one in eight pairs
· Reviews recordings for reliability and consistency
· Oversees the appeals process
· Usually the Academic Coordinator or Academic Director
Recording Protocol
All interviews are audio‑recorded.
Recordings are used for moderation, standardisation, and appeals.
Recordings are not shared externally.


	Task 

	Speaking interview

	Purpose
	The A2 Speaking Interview assesses the learner’s ability to communicate in simple spoken English in a paired format. The assessment evaluates personal communication, interaction with a partner, picture‑based description, basic discussion skills, and listening-through-interaction. The structure reflects CEFR A2 Spoken Interaction and Spoken Production descriptors.


	CEFR Level & Descriptor Alignment (A2)

	

	Input / Prompt Profile

	

	Format & 

	Total duration: approximately 12 minutes per pair
Section 1 – Personal Questions (2–3 minutes)
Short biographical questions such as:
“Where are you from?”
“Tell me about your family.”
“What do you usually do at the weekend?”
“Do you like living in Ireland?”
Section 2 – Picture Description and Discussion (4 minutes)
Each candidate receives a different picture on an everyday theme.
Candidates describe what they see for 20–30 seconds.
Interlocutor asks two follow‑up questions to each candidate.
Topics include holidays, work, school, food, transport, cities, countryside, sports, recreation, festivals and traditions.
Section 3 – Collaborative Task (3 minutes)
Candidates work together to complete a simple task, such as planning an activity, choosing from options, or deciding what to take on a trip.
Candidates make suggestions, respond to each other, and negotiate choices using simple language.
Section 4 – Project or Reader Discussion (2 minutes)
Each candidate briefly outlines their Course Project or describes the graded reader they studied in class.


	Scoring & Marking Criteria
	The A2 Speaking Examination uses five criteria, each rated 0–5.
Four criteria are scored once by the Assessor, and the Global Score (Interactive Communicative Ability) is scored by the Interlocutor and counted twice.
This creates a total of 30 raw marks, which convert to 30% of the CEFR Score.
Criteria scored by the Assessor
1. Communicative Ability – 0 to 5
2. Grammar and Vocabulary – 0 to 5
3. Listening and Response – 0 to 5
4. Pronunciation – 0 to 5
Criterion scored by the Interlocutor (doubled)
5. Interactive Communicative Ability (Global Score) – 0 to 5, doubled to 0 to 10
Total Possible Score:
(4 criteria × 5 marks = 20) + (Global Score doubled = 10) = 30 marks
This scoring model ensures that interactive performance in the collaborative task is appropriately weighted and that speaking performance is represented in a clear, balanced, and CEFR‑aligned way.


	Level Control & Reliability Measures

	Level Control and Reliability Measures
Ensuring A2 Level
· All tasks use familiar, everyday A2 topics
· Pictures show simple, concrete scenes
· Collaborative tasks require only basic decision‑making
· No requirement for extended narration or speculative answers
Ensuring Scoring Reliability
· Two‑examiner model ensures dual oversight
· Interlocutor awards the Global Score; Assessor awards the four analytic criteria
· One in eight interviews moderated by a senior assessor
· All interviews recorded
· Annual standardisation using benchmark samples
· Appeals handled using recordings


	Administration Guidelines:

	· Interview lasts 12 minutes
· Two candidates per interview
· No notes, phones or dictionaries allowed
· Recording equipment tested in advance
· Interlocutor follows the script consistently
· Candidates dismissed before scoring discussion
· Scores agreed after candidates leave


	Score Interpretation 
	0–11: Below A2
12–15: Emerging A2
16–18: Minimum A2
19–23: Secure A2
24–30: Strong A2 / Approaching B1






CEFR Alignment (A2 Speaking)
The A2 Speaking Examination is fully aligned with the CEFR
descriptors for Spoken Interaction and Spoken Production at A2 level. The task design, prompts, and marking criteria reflect the communicative abilities expected at this level. A2 learners are able to understand and respond to simple questions, describe familiar topics in short phrases or sentences, and engage in very basic collaborative exchanges.
The paired format supports CEFR expectations that A2 learners can:
· take part in simple, routine dialogues involving direct exchanges of information;
· answer and ask straightforward questions about personal details, daily routines, preferences, and familiar topics;
· express simple descriptions of pictures, people, places, past activities, and familiar events;
· cooperate in short collaborative tasks using basic strategies such as suggesting, agreeing, and asking for clarification;
· maintain communication when the interlocutor speaks slowly, clearly, and with support;
· manage pronunciation well enough to be generally intelligible, even if their speech contains pauses, hesitation, and influence from their first language;
· produce short, connected phrases and link simple ideas with basic connectors such as “and,” “but,” and “because.”
The structure of the A2 interview (personal questions, picture description, collaborative task, and brief discussion of a project or reader) reflects the CEFR expectation that learners at this level can deal with familiar everyday topics, handle short social exchanges, and convey simple ideas, opinions, and preferences.
The five scoring criteria (Communicative Ability, Grammar & Vocabulary, Listening & Response, Pronunciation, and Interactive Communicative Ability) directly correspond to CEFR A2 benchmarks for spoken competence. The test design ensures that learners are assessed not only on individual production, but also on their capacity to interact, which is a central feature of CEFR A2 Spoken Interaction. Each criterion is formatted to measure the specific communicative behaviours defined at A2, ensuring that the final score represents an accurate reflection of the learner’s oral proficiency in relation to international standards.

 
Combined Score → CEFR Level Interpretation (A2 Final Outcome)*
0–29% → Below A2
• Does not meet A2 competency in any major skill.
• Significant difficulty understanding short, simple texts and responding to spoken questions.
• Writing is fragmented, very limited, or difficult to understand.
• Requires further consolidation at A1 level before progressing.

30–39% → Emerging A2
• Demonstrates partial A2 ability but inconsistent.
• Can complete some A2 tasks but with frequent breakdowns in comprehension and production.
• May recognise familiar topics but struggles with detail and accuracy.
• Not yet ready to progress to full A2 study; further strengthening of A1 is recommended.

40–49% → Borderline / Near A2
• Shows some A2 behaviours but lacks stability across all components.
• Can answer simple questions and understand straightforward texts but with noticeable gaps.
• Writing may meet some task points but lacks clarity or control.
• With support, can transition toward A2, but performance remains fragile.

50–59% → Minimum A2 (Threshold Pass)
• Meets basic A2 descriptors:
o Can understand short, simple texts on familiar topics.
o Can write short emails and short descriptions using simple connectors.
o Can take part in simple spoken exchanges and give brief reasons.
• Able to progress confidently to A2 study or begin preparation for A2+ / B1 beginner level.

60–74% → Secure A2
• Stable performance across reading, writing, vocabulary, grammar, and speaking.
• Communicates clearly in familiar day‑to‑day situations.
• Understands main points in predictable written and spoken material.
• Ready to begin B1 preparation.

75–89% → Strong A2
• Performs well in all components with few communication difficulties.
• Demonstrates strong control of A2 descriptors, including giving reasons, describing events, and linking simple ideas.
• Shows some early B1 behaviours (greater fluency, clearer organisation in writing).
• Fully ready to transition into sustained B1 learning.

90–100% → High A2 / A2+ (Approaching B1)
• Excellent achievement across all tasks.
• Very strong comprehension, accurate simple production, and increasing flexibility.
• Demonstrates confidence, improved fluency, and controlled use of simple discourse markers.
• Highly prepared to begin B1 level study immediately.


· This is language proficiency assessment only, not the including the coursework. 
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